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the death toll from diphtheria in Canada. At the same time, the Department initiated 
investigations into this and other diseases. Since then, research activities have constantly 
expanded and today more than 70 studies are being conducted in the Laboratories. 

The research program of the Laboratories concerns the broad field of preventive 
medicine. By including the study of certain animal diseases, particularly those which 
are transmissible to man, and through preparation of related products, the Laboratories 
are serving both the medical and veterinary professions. 

The research projects are extensive and include studies of bacterial and virus diseases, 
investigations in immunology, epidemiology, physiology, biochemistry, and in other fields 
related to preventive medicine. These undertakings are maintained in part through the 
distribution of products, the furnishing of which constitutes an important public health 
service. Also important to the advancement of public health is the assistance rendered by 
the Laboratories in the postgraduate teaching of medical officers of health, nurses, dentists, 
veterinarians, and other professional personnel. From the inception of the Laboratories 
in 1914, members of the staff have been closely associated with postgraduate teaching in 
public health. In 1924, through the beneficence of the Rockefeller Foundation and with 
the co-operation of the government of the Province of Ontario, the School of Hygiene 
was established. This provided greatly enlarged teaching facilities and also extended 
the participation of the Connaught Medical Research Laboratories in the work of training 
public health leaders. 

On the University campus the College Division of the Connaught Medical Research 
Laboratories and the School of Hygiene share one building, permitting of joint use of 
research and laboratory facilities of the two institutions, and promoting a close and mutu
ally advantageous relationship. Here also the production of insulin and other glandular 
products is undertaken. On Spadina Crescent in Toronto, the Spadina Division of the 
Laboratories provides accommodation for much important work including the production 
of penicillin and research in the field of antibiotics. Additional facilities are provided 
near Toronto at the Dufferin Division and include a 145-acre farm property with modern 
laboratory buildings and quarters for animals. 

Through the organization of the Western Division in the University of British Co
lumbia, the Connaught Medical Research Laboratories have shared in the development 
of an important program of research in preventive medicine on the Pacific Coast. 

Thus for over forty years the Connaught Medical Research Laboratories, with the co-op
eration of the medical profession and the official public health authorities, have contributed 
in steadily increasing measure to the advancement of research and public health in Canada. 

The Banting Research Foundation.—The Banting Research Foundation supports 
the work of the Banting and Best Chair of Medical Research in the University of Toronto 
and aids medical research throughout Canada by making grants-in-aid to those who 
submit problems of sufficient medical interest to the Board of Trustees. The Board 
meets and makes grants usually three times a year, around June 1, Oct. 1 and Feb. 1. 
Five members of the Board of Trustees are appointed by the Board of Governors of the 
University of Toronto and the Alumni Association of the University of Toronto, and these 
five members appoint two other Trustees, then the seven members appoint an eighth 
Trustee. The address of the Honorary Secretary-Treasurers is 500 Sherbourne Street, 
Toronto 5, Ont. 

Subsection 4.—University Research 
Although there is considerable diversity of purpose in the aims of Canadian univer

sities and colleges, they may be generally described as (1) the diffusion of knowledge through 
some teaching, extension and evening classes, and written reports; (2) the preservation 
of knowledge with some reorganization from time to time; and (3) the extension of the 
boundaries of knowledge essentially through research. 

There are, of necessity, differences in emphasis in carrying out these aims. The 
undergraduate courses are designed to provide broad basic understanding in a variety 
of subject fields, to be followed by a more extensive and intensive application in one or 


